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lop Russian General Implicates Ames 


Jfe Defended Our Interests, 9 Says Armed Forces Chief of Staff 


By Lee Hockstader 

Washington Post Foreign Service 


MOSCOW, Feb 26— The chief 
o : the Russian armed forces gen- 
e:al staff said publicly today that 
/ Idrich H. Ames, the veteran CIA 
o ificial arrested on espionage 
c larges earlier this week, had been 
s lying for Moscow. 

“He worked there and worked 
fir us,” Lt. Gen. Mikhail Koles- 
nik) 


:ov said at a press conference 
:re. “He defended our interests 
cause he exposed spies who 
[ere pumping Russian secrets to 
le United States.” 

Kolesnikov’s comment was the 
;t from a high-ranking Russian 
> ficial acknowledging U.S. 
larges that Ames had been work- 
g for Moscow. Since Ames’s ar- 
' ist on Tuesday, Russian officials 
id been accusing Washington of 
jrerdramatizing the case without 
paying that Ames had betrayed 
lerican secrets. 

However, it is not clear how 
ilesnikov, as a military man, 
>uld have firsthand knowledge of 
msitive espionage activities car- 
id out by the Russian Security 
istry — or its notorious prede- 
issor, the KGB security service, 
the past, there has been consid- 
jable tension between the Rus- 
sian defense and political-security 
qficials. 

U.S. officials have charged that 
les, former head of the CIA’s 
:<J»unterintelligence branch for the 
>viet Union and Russia, had 
>rked as a double agent for the 
emliri since 1985 and had been 
ijdd $115 million for the informa- 
pn he provided. During that pe- 
U.S. officials have said, 10 
telligdnce agents spying on Mos- 
»w for the United States were 
ixposed, and they suspect that 
pes may have been responsible 
the betrayal of at least some of 


he: 
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On Friday, the State Depart- 
ment announced it would expel the 
intelligence chief at the Russian 
Embassy in Washington, Alexander 
Lysenko, in reprisal for the Ames 
affair, and administration officials 
also hinted at further punitive ac- 
tions. 

Today, a spokesman for the Rus- 
sian intelligence service — another 
KGB successor agency — reiter- 
ated remarks by Russian diplomats 
that Moscow would soon retaliate 




by expelling a U.S. intelligence 
official from Moscow, and there 
was speculation that the CIA chief 
here would soon be asked to leave. 

Spokesman Yuri Kobaladze, who 
characterized the U.S. reaction to 
the Ames affair as “emotional para- 
noia,” told the Interfax news agen- 
cy that the “the experience of the 
past shows that usually such mea- 
sures [as retaliating for one diplo- 
matic explusion with another] 
come pretty quickly.” He indicated 
that Moscow already would have 
done so were it not for the week- 
end break in government business. 


Russian officials and espionage ex- 
perts have also suggested that 
Moscow has information that could 
implicate Russian citizens and U.S. 
diplomats here in espionage. 

If Moscow does retaliate by forc- 
ing a diplomat to leave the U.S. 
Embassy here, it could mean a re- 
vival of tit-for-tat expulsions of the 
sort that took place periodically 
during the Cold War. Lysenko, the 
intelligence chief at the Washing- 
ton embassy, is the first Moscow 
diplomat to be expelled from the 
United States since 1986. 



